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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES, 


The Association’s Library. 


Tar library of the British Medical Association contains 
nore than 30,000 volumes, including books in all branches 
of medical literature, and a collection of Théses de Paris 
and Theses de Lyon, believed to be unique in this country. 
Most of the leading medical periodicals of the world are 
received. The library is open on weekdays from 10 a.m. 
to 6.30 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 to 2). It is closed on Sundays, 
Bank Holidays, and other general holidays. The librarian 
and his assistant are always glad to help members in 
finding books or references. Besides the facilities afforded 
to members for consulting monographs, periodicals, and 
works of reference in the library, books in the various 
branches of medical literature and general science can he 
obtained on loan by members free of charge (other than 
that for postage) from the lending department, which also 
includes within its range hospital reports, transactions of 
societies and congresses, Government publications, and 
reports of Royal Commissions, Parliamentary Committees, 
ete, The librarian will forward free on application a list of 
the periodical publications, official reports, and blue books, 
available for issue on loan; also a copy of the rules which 
govern the borrowing of books. Communications on these 
matters should be addressed to the Librarian, British 
Medical “Association, 429, Strand, W.C.2. Suggestions 
from members in connexion with the work and scope of the 
library are considered by the honorary librarian, Mr. 
Walter G. Spencer, F.R.C.S., senior surgeon to the 
Westminster Hospital. 


Help to Individual Members. 


Members are reminded that the Association is often able 
to help them individually in their professional capacity. It 
is the ambition of the Association to induce all of its 
members to turn to it in difficulties of a professional nature, 
ind it has done much in recent years to equip itself for 
pea these inquiries. In addition to the information in 
om possession of the Central Committees, the Association 
a » Intelligence Department which collects, records, and 
whe les to the other departments information on matters 

écting professional work. ‘The department has a com- 
plete supply of press cuttings on matters concerning the 
bofession, and this information, together with that 


arriving in the course of correspondence, is available for 
the use and help of members through the Editor and 
Medical Secretary. Inquiries by members, whether 
through honorary secretaries of Divisions or Branches or 
direct, as to matters of doubt or difficulty affecting them 


in their professional capacity, are welcomed, and should: 


be addressed to the Medical Secretary. The Solicitor of the 
Association is consulted when legal matters arise which 
affect the general interests of the profession, though legal 
help in cases of merely individual interest is not included 
in the benefits provided by the Association. Expert opinion 
on income tax questions affecting members of the Associa- 
tion is published in the JournaL; inquiries should be 
addressed to the Editor. When difficulties arise which 
cannot be met by the information already in the possession 
of the Association, its organization and machinery generally 
afford means whereby such matters can be elucidated. 


New Insurance Certification Rules. 
Numerous inquiries have reached the Head Office of the 
British Medical Association regarding the proposal by the 
Ministry of Health to throw upon the insurance prac- 
titioner the onus of seeing that intermediate certificates 
are given to insured persons. The Certification Rules at 
present in force dealing with the granting of intermediate 
certificates make it obligatory for the practitioner to 
grant the certificate ‘‘ if so desired by the insured person,”’ 
but the Ministry proposed to delete these words. This would 
mean that if the insurance practitioner did not give the 
intermediate certificate at the appropriate time he would 
be guilty of an offence and would be liable to be brought 
before the Medical Service Subcommittee and fined for 
negligence. The Insurance Acts Committee has taken the 
strongest possible exception to the imposition of any such 
responsibility and has made representations to the Minister 
accordingly, as will be seen from the letter to the Ministry 
of Health published at page 266. It is believed that the 
Ministry will accede to the request of the Insurance Acts 
Committee and reintroduce into the Certification Rules 
4 and 5 the words “ if so desired by the insured person.”’ 
The Insurance Acts Committee has also drawn the atten- 
tion of the Ministry to the proposed wording of Clause 
7 (4) of the Certification Rules, as it was understood by 
the Committee that the obligation to stamp the certificates 
should not rest upon the insurance practitioner himself 
but that he should be able to obtain from the clerk to the 
Insurance Committee books of certificates already stamped, 
provided he gave twenty-four hours’ notice of his require- 
ments. Reference is made to this matter also in the letter 
to the Minister above referred to. 
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The National Insurance Controversy: Good Wishes 
from America. 

Dr. G. H. Simmons, the editor and general manager of 
the Journal of the American Medical Association, in a 
letter to the Medical Secretary, dated November 20th, 
expresses his good wishes for the success of the British 
Medical Association in its struggle for adequate remunera- 
tion under the National Health Insurance system. He 
says, ‘‘I hope you will win out; you certainly are putting 
up a good fight.’’ Expressions of sympathy like this are 
very welcome, coming from such a responsible and well 
informed source. Dr. Simmons has always taken a keen 
interest in the professional side of National Health In- 
surance in this country, and has on many previous 
occasions shown that he is watching affairs with a clear 
understanding of the issues; his goodwill is highly appre- 
ciated by the members of the British Medical Association. 


Association Notices. 
BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


Brirmincuim Brancn.—The ordinary meetings of the Bir- 
mingham Branch will be held at the Medical Institute on 
the third Thursday in each month at 3.30 p.m. On Decem- 
ber 20th a. paper on the “Early Diagnosis of Intracranial 
Complications of the Suppurating Ear” will be delivered by Mr. 
Musgrave Woodman. On January 4th, 1924, Mr. Russell Green will 
read a paper on ‘‘ Some Results of Deep X-Ray Therapy,’ and on 
February 21st Dr. Jonathan Meakins, Christison Professor of Thera- 
peutics, University of Edinburgh, will deliver a British Medical 
Association lecture on “‘ Dyspnoea and its Clinical Significance.” A 
discussion on “ Birth Control” has been arranged for March 20th, 
details of which will be announced later. ‘Members are reminded 
that they are entitled to show cases and specimens at the ordinary 
meetings, previous notice being given to the Secretaries when 
possible. 

Kent Brancn : Tunsripce Wetts Division.—The annual dinner of 
the Tunbridge Wells Division will be held at the Wellington Hotel, 
Tunbridge Wells, on Tuesday, December 11th, at 7.30 p.m. Members 
are invited to bring their wives and medical friends. Tickets, double 
(lady and gentleman), 22s.; single, 14s. Members proposing to be 
present are requested to notify the Honorary Secretary, 8, Lonsdale 
Gardens, Tunbridge Wells, before December 8th, accompanied by 
price of tickets. The date of the dinner has been altered on account 
of the general election on December 6th. 

Merropouitan Counties Branch: Drvision.—A 
meeting of the Camberwell Division will be held at the Bermondsey 


- and Rotherhithe Hospital on Wednesday, December 12th, at 9 p.m., 


when Dr. H. W. Barber will read a paper on ‘‘ The Investigation 
and Treatment of some of the Discaine of the Skin.” ” 

Merropouitan Countizs Branco: City Drviston.—A_ general 
meeting of the City Division will be held on Tuesday, December 
llth, at the song age Hospital, Kingsland Road, at 9.15 fo 
9.30 >.m., when Sir Charles Gordon-Watson, K.B.E., C.M.G. 
Surgeon to St. Mark's Hospital, will give an address on “ Some 
Experiences in Rectal Surgery.” It is hoped that there will be a 
good attendance. 

_ Merropouitan Counties Branch: WestTMINSTER AND Ho Burn 
Division.—The next meeting of the Westminster and Holborn 
Division will be held at the Criterion Restaurant at 8.30 p.m. 
on Thursday,. December 13th, when Dr. K. R. Hay, O.B.E. 
will take the chair. The meeting will be preceded by dinner 
(price 7s. 6d.) at 7.30 p.m. If possible members are requested 
to notify the honorary secretary (Dr. H. Huskinson 6, West- 
minster Palace Gardens, S.W.1) of their intention to be present 
and the number of guests. Agenda: (1) Ordinary business: 
(2) paper by Dr. William Brown on “ Psycho-therapy,” followed by a 
discussion. The following future arrangements are notified : br. 
Fleming will read a paper on “ Cheiropractics ” at the Divisional 
meeting on January 10th. Professor Maclean will read a paper 
on “Insulin in General Practice” at the Divisional meeting on 
February 14th. 

Norra or Encranp Brancu.—The following is the programm 
the scientific demonstrations at the Royal Victoria wisione a Nese 
on Thursday, December 20th: 2.15 to 2.40 p.m. 

r. J. ©. Spence: “ Nephritis in Children.” 2.45 to 3.15 p.m., Mr. 
G. G. Turner: “Some Encouragements in Cancer Surgery.’ 3.15 
to 3.45 p-m., Dr. A. MacRae: “ Refraction Testing in’ General 

urgical Treatment of Gastric Ulcer.” 4.30 to m. a 
Maclay : ‘‘ Nasal Obstruction.” 

Nortn or Encianp Brancu: Brytn Drviston.—A meeting of 
Blyth Division will be held at the Knight Memorial ospitel 
Blyth, on Wednesday, December 12th, at 8.15 p.m., when Dr. E. 
Farquhar Murray (Newcastle) will give a paper on “ Some Practical 
in aecology.” A large attendance is 
specially requested. cordial invitation is exten 
of the Morpeth Division. ee 

Sourh Branch: Drv. 
following meetings have been arranged for the Pr ns 
December 14th: At the Royal Bucks Hospital, Aylesbury. 
Address by Dr. W. Gilliatt, on ‘ Eclampsia.” * February 8th 
1924; At the Royal Bucks Hospital, Aylesbury. Address by Mr. 


A. E. Webb-Johnson, C.B.E., D.S.O., F.R.C.S.; th j 
announced later. *April 11th, 1924 : At the “Honan Will be 
Wycombe, clinical meeting. June 27th, 1924: At the’ h 
Hotel, Aylesbury. Annual General Meeting of the Divigi 
(*Members are asked to bring interesting cases to these meetj. 

Sussex Brancu: Bricuton Division.—The next clinical 
of the Brighton Division will be held at the Sussex Count Hos. 
ital on T ursday, December 20th, at 3.45 p.m. A gener, 

of the Division will be held at the Queen’s Road Di ae 

on Friday, December 21st, at 8.30 p.m. enda: Correspon, 


report of Executive Committee as to the proposed a pointment of 


@ woman assistant school doctor under the Bri F 
Committee. Education 
Surrey Brancu: Drvision.— 
meeting of the Kingston-on-Thames Division will be hed ee 
a aw will give an address on Artificial Pneum . 
the General Practitioner’s Point of View. othorax from 
West Somerset Brancu.—A meeting of the West Some 
edical Association lecture wi elivere Dr. T, 
Functional Disorders of the Heart. De. 
Yorxksuire Brancn : ScarsorovucH Diviston.—The annual meet} 
of the Scarborough Division will be held at the Health Office op 
December 13th, at 4.30 p.m. The annual dinner of the Division 
will take place at the Royal Hotel on Thursday, December 13th, g; 
7.30 for 8 p.m. ’ 
YorxksHirE Branch: WaAkEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND ‘ Castizrogy 
Drviston.—At the lecture meeting to be held at the Bull Restaurant 
i orn Wakefield, on Thursday, December 13th, at 8 m., Dr. 
A. W. Frew, Assistant M.O.H. and Venere! Diseases Speciale 
West Riding County Council, will speak on ‘‘ The Diagnosis anj 
Treatment of Venereal Diseases.” Supper will be provided 


(charge 2s. 6d.). 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions. 


Yorxsuire Branco : WAKEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND CASTLEFORD 
Division. 
Tue second of the monthly lecture meetings arranged by this 
Division for the present winter session—which are open to all 
actitioners of the area, whether members or not of the British 
edical Association—was held on November 15th, when Dr, ¢. W. 
Vintna (Leeds) gave an address on awe Disorders of 
Infancy. Dr. Wittiam Sreven (Featherstone), Chairman of the 
Division, presided. The meeting was preceded by supper at 


8 p.m. 

br. Vinine confined his remarks to the infant under the age 
of one year, and pointed out the importance of having a reasw- 
able all physiological basis for the feeding of the average normal 
child, laying stress on the importance of breast-feeding ani 
the risk of taking the child from the breast without adequate 
reason. In the artificial feeding of the infant not suffering with 
digestive disturbance, he recommended the use of the caloric 
standard as a guide to the quantities .of food to be used, for 
without such a controlling factor infant feeding was usually 
haphazard and confusion inevitable. In discussing the abnormi 
child, the difficulty of classification was pointed out and different 
types of disorder were considered : cases with vomiting, constipa- 
tion, loose stools, and infants whose weight refused to go wp 
although obvious digestive disturbance was not present, being 
discussed in detail. In the vomiting and _ constipated cases the 
lecturer insisted upon the importance of the fact as a cause of 
the difficulty and showed how the diet could be manipulated 
without having recourse to a proprietary food. In the case 
loose stools the probability of excessive fermentation was met- 
tioned and the importance of lessening the total quantity aul 
keeping the carbohydrate low for the time being was. insistel 
upon. In the case of the infant with stationary weight the 
importance of knowing the caloric value of the diet and it 
vitamin content was discussed, and the helpfulness in some cass 
of adding some starch to the diet and the lowering of the is 
content was pointed out, cases illustrating these points 
given. Finally, a plea was made for the use of a fresh, 
uality, reasonably clean milk, rather than the universal use d 
dried milks. Dr. Vining mentioned, in conclusion, the possibility 
of ill health arising from_the continuous use of sterilized f 
and in the case of tuberculosis he pointed out that a considerable 
amount of infection of the child came from human sources, 


Merropouitan Counties Branco: Crty Drvision. 
Tne annual dinner of the City Division was held in the Gordm 
Room, Holborn Restaurant, on November 29th, when Dr, ¥. 
Braver was in the chair. Eighty-five members and their f 
enjoyed an excellent dinner and entertainment. After the toss 
of the King by the Cnairman, that of_ the British M 
Association was proposed by the Rev. Lampert Foxatt, : 
replied to in masterly style by the Deputy Medica] Secretary, ™ 
G. C. Anperson. The toast of the Guests, proposed by Dr. — 
WEsTERMAN, was replied to by Dr. G. A. SUTHERLAND C.B.E., D 
Dr. Knyvetr Gorpoy. Other toasts were proposed by Dr. i 
Ross and Dr. Evans, and replied to by Dr. Herren MAckAY. 
the Cuarrman. Interspersed with the speeches were some de : 
ful songs by Mrs. Arthur Westerman and Mr. Patrick Cotter, 
both of whom the members of the Division are much inde 
and the success of the evening was greatly added to by 
Norman Long and Mr. W. V. Robinson. © The speeches : 
exceedingly interesting, and there was not a dull moment. 
evening terminated well after 11 o’clock. 
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GENERAL COUNCIL 


MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION, 
WINTER SESSION, 1923, 


DiscrpLinary Inquiries. 
SEVENTEEN disciplinary cases were on the programme of the 
Council, four of which had been adjourned from previous 


sessions. — 
Cases in which Judgement had been Postponed. 

The first of these was the case of Ernest Mayer (or Mayer Neville, 
“Neville”? being a family name which the practitioner had ae 
of Treherbert, Glamorgan, against whom a complaint, brought by 
the Welsh Board of Health, had been found proved—namely, that 
he had permitted posters, printed at his expense, to be exhibited 
at a colliery and at the houses of certain persons living in the 
district, inviting workmen desirous of choosing him as their panel 
doctor to do so immediately, and giving directions as to how this 
should be done and when transfers must be effected. ‘he facts 
were set out in the SuprLement of June 16th, 1923, p. 265. 

Certain testimonials from fellow practitioners were put in on 
Dr. Mayer’s behalf, and the Council’s Solicitor stated that the 
were satisfactory. Dr. Mayer sincerely apologized for any thee 4 
of professional etiquette, and pas that it was committed 
unwittingly, and that immediately he discovered it he did his 
best to put the matter right. 

The President announced that the Council did not see fit to direct 
the Registrar to erase the name. 


The next case was that of James Reidy, of Gardenfield, Newcastle 
West, co. Limerick, against whom certain facts had been proved at 
a previous hearing—namely, four convictions for drunkenness and 
one for assault on the police. (Supprement, December 23rd, 1922, 


. 228.) 

: The Council’s Solicitor stated that no further convictions had been 
recorded, and that Dr. Reidy had furnished certain testimonials 
which were quite in order. In reply to the President, Dr. Reidy 
declared that he had kept the promise which he had given at the 
hearing last November to refrain from drink. 

The Counci! accepted Dr. Reidy’s promise to refrain from drink 
for the rest of his life, and the evidence that he had so refrained 
for the last twelve months, and in consequence did not see fit to 
direct the Registrar to erase his name. 


‘ Another case adjourned from the May session was that of David 
Charles Williams, of Treherbert, Glamorgan. Dr. Williams had 
been found guilty of a breach of the Council’s Notice with regard 
to the practice of “‘ covering.” (SupPLEMENT, June 16th, p. } 
The Council’s Solicitor said that a joint statutory declaration ha 
been put in by Dr. Williams and Mr. F,-P. Hockaday (the unregis- 
tered aoe whom he had been found to have enabled to practise as 
though he were a registered dentist). The declaration was to the 
efiect that since the last hearing Mr. Hockaday had not been em- 
ployed by him as operator or for any work usually done by a 
dentist, but only as a dresser and as a chauffeur. Some questions 
were asked as to the ibility of uniting these last two functions, 
and Dr, Williams explained that the dressing was of slight injuries 
and was done under his own supervision. 

-The President announced that the Council had accepted Dr. 
Williams’s assurance, which it assumed to have been given in good 
faith, that he was sincerely desirous of complying with every 
regulation called for by a high standard of professional conduct in 
future, and accordingly had not seen fit to direct the Registrar 
to erase his name. . 

Dr. Williams repeated the assurance which he had given on the 
previous occasion. 


The case of Dr. Trevor Owen Williams, of Ullet Road, Liver- 
ad (Supptement, December 23rd, 1922, p. 229), which had 
h adjourned from the November session, 1922, came up for 
judgement. Dr. Williams had been charged with having had 
against him certain convictions for drunkenness. The Council’s 
solicitor now stated that Dr. Williams had placed himself en- 
tirely and unreservedly in the hands of the Salvation Army. The 

lvation Army officer in charge of the hostel into which Dr. 
Williams had gone had written to state that he was going on 
well, but that it would be undesirable for him to have to face 
the ordeal of appearing before the Council at the present time, 
while an adverse judgement might have the effect of undu.ug 
oe work already accomplished. He asked for a further adjourn- 


The Council agreed to adjourn the further consideration of 
case until next session. ; 


Conviction for Felony. 

The Council considered the case of Patrick Joseph Honan, M.B., 
B.Ch., of Glandore Park, Antrim Road, Belfast, who was summoned 
to _ on the charge that at the Surrey Assizes on July 5th 
last he was convicted of using a certain instrument with intent to 
Procure the miscarriage of a woman, and was sentenced to eighteen 
months’ imprisonment with hard labour. 

a Honan attended in custody, accompanied by Mr. Conway, his 
a Council’s Solicitor put in the certificate of conyiction, and 
ted that, the fact of conviction not being disputed, and the 
fi mge an exceedingly grave one, there would ordinarily be little 
ot him to say. But an answer had been put in by the defendant 


convicted ik in chi 
sentenced to one month’s imprisonment in the second division. . 


which sought to show some extenuating circumstances. It appeared 
that Dr. Honan, since his qualification, had been acting as assistant 
or locumtenent, and had had no practice of his own. The prac- 
titioner for whom he had acted spoke in the highest terms of his 
character. In January last Dr. Honan became intimate with a lady 
who was not cohabiting with her husband. The result of that intimacy 
apparently caused the lady some anxiety and she asked Dr. Honan to 
meet her in London. Eventually, in a house in a southern ‘suburb, 
he performed an operation. He was observed by a policeman 
return late at night with something bulky under his overcoat, 
and on investigation the policeman found that he was concealing 
blood-stained towels and other articles. He was taken to the pouce 
station, where he made a frank avowal of what he had done, and 
a prosecution followed. The lady was very ill, and was removed to 
the hospital, but recovered. 

Mr. Conway desired to call Dr. Finucane, of Westminster, the 
divisional police surgeon, to whom Dr. Honan made his statement. 
Dr. Finucane, owing to illness, had not been present at the trial, 
where his evidence with regard to the defendant’s candour might 
have made some impression. The President, however, said that the 
Council could not allow the evidence at the trial to be supplemented. 
Mr. James Bernard Moore, F.R.C.S.I., of Belfast, however, was 
permitted to give evidence as to the high character of the defendant, 
and certain testimonials were put in on his behalf. 

Mr. Conway pointed out that there was no suggestion of pro- 
fessional relationship in this case, but the President said that this 
was not in the charge against defendant. Mr. Conway further said 
that Mr. Justice Avory, before whom the case was tried, had said 
that he was satisfied that the defendant had not been carrying on 
this practice for reward or as a trade, otherwise he would have 
sentenced him to a Jong term of penal servitude. Mr. Conway r 
that a sentence of eighteen months’ hard labour in the case of a 
man aged 25 and at the threshold of his career—he had qualified 
only in 1 was a sufficiently severe punishment for a single 
lapse without the additional penalty of erasure. 

he Council’s Solicitor pointed out that the judge had also said 
that this was an offence the more serious when committed by a 
medical man. 

The Council deliberated on the case in private, after which the 
President announced t 
‘That Patrick Joseph Honan having been proved to have been convicted 


of the felony alleged against him in the Notice of Inquiry, the Registrar 
has been directed to erase his name from the Medical Register. 


Misdemcanours. 

The Council considered the case of John Herbert Cecil Grene 
M.B., B.Ch., of Bridge Street, Wrexham, who had been convicted 
at Broxton Petty Sessions of driving a motor car in a dangerous 
manner and fined £8 and special costs, with endorsement of licence, 
and, on the same occasion, of being drunk in charge of a motor car 
and fined £2. 

The Council’s Solicitor said that there was no previous charge 
against the defendant : it was a solitary instance, but it was thought 
by the Penal Cases Committee to have some serious features. Dr. 
Grene’s case was that he did not admit his guilt, and that if he 
had been legally represented at the hearing he believed the charges 
would have been dismissed. He had been exceptionally busy 
attending cases, an? he was also suffering from illness. On the 
day to which the charge referred he' was not using the car for 
professional purposes, but because “he thought a drive would hel 
to restore him after a short spell of sickness. He took a sma 
amount of brandy. After he was stopped by the police and told 
that he would be charged, he heeded some advice given to him to 
plead guilty, with the idea that this would mean less publicity, but 
when in court he repented this advice, though it was then too late 
to get legal assistance to support his plea of not guilty, He sent 
in several references as to cha r from practitioners and 


clergymen. 


The President asked whether Dr. Grene could give the Council 
any assurance as to his conduct in the future. Dr. Grene replied 


' that alcohol had never had any temptation for him, and indeed he 


had been a total abstainer since this incident. — . : 
After a brief deliberation by the Council in private, the President: 
announced that, relying on the defendant’s promise to abstain from 


' alcohol, the Council had not seen fit to direct the Registrar to 


érasé his name. 
The next case was that of Thomas Hill, M.B., B.Ch., of Pont- 


' lottyn, Glamorgan, who was summoned to appear on the charge 


in August last, at the Merthyr Tydfil Police Court, he was 
poral of being drunk in charge of a motor car at Dowlais, and 


Mr. G. O. Slade, counsel for the defendant, at the outset raised 
a technical point with regard to the Council’s jurisdiction. The 


_word ‘ misdemeanour ” in its legal connotation was used in two 


senses—one relating to indictable offences, and the other not. The 
defendant, who was convicted under Section 12 of the Licensing 
Act, was not guilty of an indictable offence. He submitted that 
Section 29 of the Medical Act, 1858, limited the jurisdiction of the 
Council, so far as misdemeanours were concerned, to those which 
were indictable. After a long legai argument, the Legal Assessor. 
to the Council stated his view that the Section was meant to include 
every form of offence punishable at law, and the President said 
that the objection must be overruled. The Council, since 1858, had 
taken account of all misdemeanours, whether indictable or not, 
that reflected on the credit of a medical man, and he thought it 
must continue to do so until corrected by a higher judicial nn 

The Council’s Solicitor then related the facts of the case. It 
appeared that Dr. Hill had been in ill health, suffering, from 
rheumatic fever, and absent from his practice for some months. 
Although he had resumed active practice when this incident 
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occurred, he was still in a weak condition. When summoned, he 
took the advice of a local solicitor that he should plead guilty; he 
was told that this course would diminish the publicity, and that the 
result would Lag “ae be a small fine. It — however, that 
at the Merthyr Tydfil Police Court it was the custom to send to 
prison all Sega convicted of drunkenness in charge of a motor 
car, and Dr. Hill was made no exception. As he had pleaded 
guilty there could be no appeal. 

Dr. Hill gave evidence bearing out these circumstances. He 
admitted that on the day in question he had taken some small 
amounts of alcohol, but he had been able to take almost no food. 
He strongly denied the assertions as to his demeanour made by the 
constable when arrested him. The arrest occurred when he was 
trying to park his motor car for the night in the station yard, as it 
was lighting-up time and he had no lamps. 

Mr. Slade pointed out that Dr. Hill, for a single lapse—if it was 
a lapse—had received the maximum punishment, together with all 
the publicity and humiliation. He was a man of unimpeachable 
character, and he was able to put in a number of testimonials from 
clergymen and others, including one signed by the chairman and 
treasurer and every member of the committee in charge of the 
medical service at the colliery where he was surgeon. 

At a suggestion from the chair, Dr. Hill, speaking with great 
——-. gave his word of honour that he would be more careful 
in future. 

After a brief deliberation by the Council in private, the President 
announced that, relying on Dr. Hill’s promise that there should be 
no recurrence of such conduct on his part, the Council had not seen 
fit to direct the Registrar to erase his name. 


The Council considered the case of Charles Harold Bennett, 
L.R.C.P.Edin., L.R.C.S.Edin., giving an address in Adam Street, 
Adelphi, who was summoned to appear on the charge that he 

ad been convicted at various police courts of certain mis- 
demeanours.' The eight convictions set out were on various dates 
from 1913 to 1923, and were for being drunk or drunk and in- 
capable. Defendant did not appear. The Council’s solicitor 
related the circumstances of the convictions, and stated on Dr. 
Bennett’s behalf that he had never been charged with drunken- 
ness while engaged on his professional work. 

The Council’s decision, after deliberation in private, was: 

That Charles Harold Bennett having been proved to have been con- 
victed of the misdemeanours set out in the Notice of Inquiry, the 
Registrar has been directed to erase from the Medical Register the 
name of Charles Harold Bennett. 

The case was also considered of George Denholm Darlington, 
M.B., registered as care of an Edinburgh bank, who was sum- 
moned on the charge that at Edinburgh police court in 1919 
he was convicted of being found in a state of intoxication and 
incapable of tating care of himself, and in 1921 and 1923 for 
similar offences. t was stated by the Council’s solicitor that 
Dr. Darlington was not in practice at the moment, but was 
going to resume practice if he got a chance. Dr. Darlington 
-said that he was aware that repeated convictions in the police 
courts were discreditable to a medical man, and he intended 
to be extremely careful in the future. 

The Council, after private deliberation, gave judgement through 
its President, as follows: 

Mr. Darlington; The Council have found that the convictions alle; 
against you in the Notice of Inquiry have been proved to their satis- 
faction, and have directed the Registrar to erase your name from the 
Medical Register. 


On November 29th the Council considered the case of Walter 
Wiglesworth, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S., of Farncombe, Surrey, who was 
summoned to appear on the charge that on three occasions— 
namely, in 1913, 1915, and 1923—he had been convicted of being 
drunk and disorderly or drunk and riotous. 

Dr. _Wiglesworth expressed his extreme regret to the Council. 
He said that he very seldom drank stimulants, and a very little 
excited him. He felt his position most acutely, and he could only 
urge as an excuse that he had had very serious anxiety during 
the last two or three years owing to domestic bereavement and 
financial loss. He assured the Council that he would abstain from 
alcohol in future. 

After the Council had deliberated in private, the President 
announced its decision : 

Mr. Wiglesworth: I have to inform you that it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Council that you have been convicted of the mis- 
demeanours charged against you in the Notice of Inquiry. These con- 
victions indicate a habit which may be dangerous to a professional man 
and to his patients under his charge, but accepting your assurance that 
ou will abstain from alcohol for the rest of your life, the Council 

as not seen fit to direct the Registrar to erase your name from the 


Medical Register. 
Charges Withdrawn. 

In the next case on the list a practitioner was summoned on 
the charge that he had sought to attract to himself patients by 
canvassing in person and inviting insured persons to transfer to 
his list. The complainants were cited as the London and Counties 
Medical Protection Society, but Mr. Carthew, who represented 
them, said that he was not prepared to proceed with the com- 
plaint, nor had his clients taken steps to secure any other 
complainant. 

The President said that as the Society had withdrawn the 
complaint, and as there was no one to lay the evidence before 
the Council or poave it, the case must be struck out of the list. 
A solicitor who had been instructed by the practitioner in question 
desired to know whether the charge was finally disposed of, or 
whether there was any possibility of its reappearance on the list 
at a future session. The President said that. the charge was with- 
drawn, -but that, of course, it was open to anyone to make a fresh 
complaint. 

In another case in which a practitioner was charged with having 


- 
issued a certificate alleged to have been untrue, mi ie 3 
improper, the complainants, the Education "the 
West Riding County Council, stated that they were not prepar 
at present in view of fresh facts 
com i 

the o their now edge. This case also was struck out of 

n yet another case in which a practitioner was cha i 
having committed adultery with Ps married woman with «rie 
he stood in professional relationship, of which adultery he had 
been found guilty by decree of the Divorce Court, the Couneil’ 
solicitor stated that it had been quite impossible to trace the 
practitioner concerned, and there was no evidence that he had 
received the Notice of Inquiry. This case was allowed to stand 
over until next session. 


Contravention of Dangerous Drugs Regulation. 

The Council considered the case of "Charles Gilrey i 
L.R.C.S., M.B., C.M., of Pollokshaws Road, Glasgow, who was 
summoned on the charge: 

That you were at the Sheriff Court of Lanarkshire, at Glasgow, con. 


‘vieted of the following offences, viz.;: On June 2ist, 1922, of 


drugs from one Janet Blackwood, of Glasgow, and failing to supply he 
with prescriptions and to enter particulars of the said drugs or an 
rtion thereof in_a day-book or register kept for the purpose, contrar) 
o the Dangerous rt Act, 1920, and regulations dated May 29th, 1 
made thereunder, an particularly Clause 5 thereof, for which offence 
is were fined £56, or thirty a, imprisonment; and on June 25th 
923, of failing to enter in a register kept for the purpose all supplies of 
drugs purchased or otherwise obtained by you and all dealings in the 
drugs effected by you, in contravention of Section 7 of the angerous 
Drugs Act, 1920, and No. 9 of the Regulations dated May 20th, 
made thereunder, for which offence you were fined £50, or thirty days’ 
imprisonment, 
' The Council’s solicitor said that the attention of the Council 
was first called to this case by the Home Office as the depart. 
ment administering the eg Drugs Act. In July, Too 
the Home Office wrote to the Council reporting the first con: 
viction of the defendant, and asked the Council’s view as to 
whether Dr. King’s authorization should be revoked by the 
Secretary of State. The Council, after communicating with Dr 
King, did not feel that in the circumstances it was a case 
for revoking authorization. The Home Office ger thiis view 
and took no further steps. On July 4th, 1 the Council 
received another letter from the Home Office relating to the 
second instance, and the authorization was withdrawn and had 
not so far been restored. 

The defence put in by Dr. King was that he had already been 
severely punished, alike by fines, publicity, and the withdrawal 
of the authorization, for his failure to comply with the regula- 
tions. If his name were now erased it would not only entail 
the loss of his insurance and other practice, but would be a 
tragic close to an honourable professional career extending over 
forty years. The second conviction related to failure to register 
21 oz. of dangerous drugs; to this he had entered a plea of 

uilty, which was accepted by the Public Prosecutor. The seem- 
ingly heavy fine for failure to register this comparatively small 

uantity was, of course, to be attributed to the fact of the 
frst conviction in the preyious year. Dr. King put forward a 
certain domestic reason for the obtaining of the drugs in 
question. 

- The Council’s solicitor said that what the Council had to con- 
sider was not so much the convictions as what lay behind them. 
Dr. King was in a position to obtain any quantity of drugs 
for his practice, and was allowing a certain person related to 
him to obtain drugs under that cover. The chief constable of 
Glasgow had stated that the details of purchase between July 1st 
and November 4th, 1922, were liq. morph. mur. 23 lb. 10 oz., 
and tincture of opium 8 Ib. 2 oz. 

. Dr. King, in evidence, said that he was extremely sorry to 
find himself in this position. The whole of ihe matter was to 
be attributed to the unfortunate habit which a member of his 
family had acquired, but of which that person was now prac- 
tically free. He had never made the smallest pecuniary profit 
out of the matter. 

After deliberation in private, the decision of the Council was 
announced by the President as follows: - - we 

Mr. King: I have to inform you that the Council have found the 
convictions for the offences charged against you to have been proved to 
their satisfaction. These convictions show that you have not duly 
apprehended the responsibilities which rest upon you as a medical man 
and the privileges that have been conferred upon registered medical 
practitioners under the Dangerous Drugs Act, but, in order that you 
may have an opportunity of reconsidering your conduct, they propose 
to postpone judgement for twelve months, until November of next year, 
when you will be expected to attend and to have produced to the 
Registrar the names of two or three of your, professional brethren in 
our neighbourhood who will be pre ared to testify as to your conduct 
n the interval. The Council will then consider your case again. You 
will in due course receive notice of the date when you will be required 
to attend and a formal intimation of what I have just announced to you. 


A Charge of “ Covering.” 
The Council considered the case of John Richard Griffith, 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., of Argoed, Monmouthshire, who was sul 
moned on the charge that he had employed as _ his assistant 
one Frederick Ackroyd Cotton, a person not qualified or, registered 

under the Medical Acts, and had knowingly allowed him on 
(Dr. Griffith’s) behalf to attend and treat patients in respect of 
matters requiring professional discretion or skill, and to sign and 

issue on his behalf insurance medical certificates in respect of 


patients. a & 


The London and Counties Medical Protection Society w 


complainant, and was represented by Mr. Carthew. Dr. Griffith 
r. Bernard Campion, K.C,. 


was ger and was defended by 
and Mr. A. T. James. 


Mr. Carthew said that this case had been investigated by the 
Society with a view to affording such assistance to the Couneil 
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as was possible in the circumstances which had arisen. Unfortu- 
nately, the principal witness for the complainants, Mr. Cotton, who 
had been engaged in helping Dr. Griffith in his practice in Mon- 
mouthshire, had died the day after making his statutory declara- 
tion. Mr. Campion said that it was most unfortunate from the 
point of view of the defence that the principal witness for the 
complainants should have died, because Dr. Griffith’s case depended 
largely on the cross-examination of that witness. He would not 
raise any technical objection to the case proceeding, and_ placed 
himself in the hands of the Council. The President said that the 
procedure of the Council was to take such evidence as it could 
obtain, but, of course, the declaration of the late Mr. Cotton must 
be taken as unverified by cross-examination. 

Mr. Cotton’s declaration was then read. It stated that Mr. 
Cotton had been a dispenser for twelve years, and was engaged 
by Dr. Griffith in October, 1919, remaining in his service until 
April, 1923. He alleged that soon after entering his service Dr. 
Griffith asked him to see patients on his behalf, and presently he 
was accustomed to examine patients and to sign certificates 
in Dr. Griffith’s name. Dr. Griffith had an insurance list of some 
1,300 persons, as well as a private practice; the majority of_the 

atients believed him (Mr. Cotton) to be a medical man. Mrs, 

vegrove, of Argoed, one of Dr. Griffith’s patients under a con- 
tract system, was called as a witness. She had thought “ Dr.” 
Cotton to be Dr, Griffith’s assistant, and she regarded him, as did 
her family, equally as a doctor. Dr. Griffith would call on her 
one day, and Mr. Cotton the next. Mr. Cotton used to sound 
her, and order medicines. In cross-examination it was put to her 
that as a matter of fact Dr. Griffith always called just before or 
just after Mr. Cotton; she replied that occasionally Mr. Cotton 
called first in an illness, and Dr. Griffith not for some while after- 
wards. She had taken Mr. Cotton’s medical credentials for 

ranted; he was always known as “ doctor”’ in the village. Mr. 

aylor gave evidence as to having been attended by both Mr. 
Cotton and Dr. Griffith, though in the case of a serious accident 
which befell him Dr. Griffith alone attended him for the first 
three weeks. Mr. Tickle, a collier, stated that Mr. Cotton had 
attended him and his family, but he did not remember any 
occasion when Mr. Cotton was the first to call in an illness, 

Dr. Griffith, in evidence, said that Mr. Cotton was a man of 
68 or 70, who had held several posts as dispenser in South Wales, 
and who was in his service as surgery dispenser for three and a 
half years. In April, 1923, Cotton gave him a month’s notice, 
but afterwards desired to come back into his service, and when 
he would not re-engage him certain anonymous and other letters 
followed, leading up to the present charge. He strongly denied 
that Cotton ever took ean in any operation requiring special skill 
or professional knowledge. Cotton had never treated or attended 
for the purpose of treating any patient with his approval. But he 
had employed Cotton to make inquiries as to how patients were 
going on, and following on Cotton's report, he himself would call 
if it seemed necessary. Cotton also took temperatures. He never 
allowed him to see a case which he had not first seen himself, 
With regard to Mrs. Lovegrove, she and her family were always 
at the surgery. She and others were more or less chronic cases, 
whose treatment was a matter of routine. Dr. Griffith’s case 
books were closely scrutinized by the Council, and he was asked 
many questions relating to the attendance on specific cases. He 
had indicated in his books by special marks visits which he had 
made and which Mr. Cotton had made. In cross-examination Dr. 
Griffith said that he thought Cotton’s visits, taking the year 
round, would average three or four a day. His own visits num- 
bered eighteen or twenty a day, and there were sixty or seventy 
attendances at the surgery. Some of his notes to Mr. Cotton were 
read by complainant’s counsel: ‘“‘ Can you see this case for me 
this afternoon or evening?” another, “Fill in the stillbirth 
certificate if he comes for it’’ (which he explained as referring to 
one detail only—a name—which was left blank); and another, 
“Please examine this child’s belly.” Dr. Griffith said that the 
use of the word “‘ examine ” was unfortunate. The child had had 
bronchopneumonia with a great deal of pain, and he merely 
wished Mr. Cotton to report how the pain was. Several other 
cases were brought forward, and Dr. Griffith said that it was 
desirable the Council should know that these veople were really 
over-attended; it was the custom to see them when they were 
ractically well. He did not know that his patients were in the 
abit of calling Cotton “ Doctor,” but it was the habit in colliery 
districts to call dispensers doctors. He had never seen a prescrip- 
tion written or signed by Mr. Cotton, though he had seen a 
prescription which he had himself written copied out by Mr. 
Cotton with no signature. Nor had Cotton ever given a certi- 
ficate without his express approval. Cotton, in making his inquiries, 
had never used a diagnostic instrument, such as a stethoscope, so 
far as he was aware. 

A declaration by Mrs. Mary Williams, who could not be present 
owing to illness, bearing out Dr. Griffith’s case, was read, and 
declarations as to character were put in from persons of standing 
in the neighbourhood of the practice. 

After deliberation in private, the Council’s decision was 
announced by the President as follows : 

Mr. John Richard Griffith: I have to inform yo 
alleged against you in the Notice of Inquiry have fF ea 


“Covering”? an Uncertified Midwife’s Practice. 

The Council considered the case of William Mortimer Sheen, 
L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S., of Highfield Road, Saltley, Birmingham, 
who was summoned on the charge : 

“That being a _ medical practitioner you, by your counte- 
nance or assistance, knowingly enabled one Sarah Skinner, a woman not 
Certified under the Midwives Acts, 1902 and 1918, to attend seventeen 
cases of women in childbirth under cover or pretence that such women 
were attended or to be attended by you or by her under your direction, 


and that in most of these cases you signed maternity benefit certificates, 
and in many of them gave notifications of birth, thereby enabling the 
said Sarah Skinner, in contravention of the said Acts, to practise as 
if she were certified thereunder; and that in relation to the facts so 
pene you have been guilty of infamous conduct in a professional 

The complainants were the Birmingham City Council, who were 
represented by Mr. F. C. Minshull; Dr. Sheen was defended by 
Mr. J. P. Eddy. 

Mr. Minshull said that the Birmingham City Council had had 
occasion to prosecute an unqualified midwife, named Mrs. Sarah 
Skinner, for the offence of having habitually attended women in 
childbirth not under the supervision of a medical practitioner, and 
the woman was convicted and fined. It appeared from the 
evidence that the seventeen cases mentioned in the charge against 
Dr. Sheen were attended the woman in question between January 
and May of this year. He understood that counsel representing 
Dr. Sheen did not dispute the facts, and therefore it was not 
proposed to call any witnesses; he would only put in certain 
statutory declarations, the effect of which was that various women 
in the neighbourhood in which Dr. Sheen practised were confined 
and were not in fact attended by the doctor at all—at any rate, 
not within ten days after delivery—but that when these women 
approached the unqualified midwife in order to retain her services 
they paid her the sum of 30s., and the woman told each prospec- 
tive mother that she would be attended by the doctor if any 
necessity arose. The necessity appeared not to have arisen in any 
case—at all events not in the view of the unqualified midwife— 
and in point of fact the doctor did not attend. Out of the 30s. 
= to the unqualified woman, 10s. was paid by her to the doctor. 

he Council would be familiar with the decision in the case of 
Davis v. Morris, which interpreted the words of the Midwives Act 
relating to the attendance of the qualified medical practitioner as 
meaning something more than a merely nominal direction, but 
such supervision as would enable the doctor to inform himself of 
the details of each particular case. In these cases there was no 
such supervision. The doctor signed the forms under the Notifica- 
tion of Births Act—forms which ought not to have been signed 
by him unless he was in attendance at or within six hours after 
the birth—and he i? maternity benefit certificates upon which 
such benefit was paid. This kind of procedure made it impossible 
for an authority | ws mind to administer the Midwives Acts. 

Mr. Eddy, in defence, said that Dr. Sheen was grossly over- 
worked at the time of these events, and was unwell. The Mid- 
wives Act, 1902, had never been judicially construed until April 
of this year, and few medical men knew its real meaning; but, 
having regard to the decision in the case mentioned by Mr. 
Minshull, Dr. Sheen now saw that he had not acted correctly, and 
desired to express his great regret. 

Dr. Sheen, in evidence, said that at the beginning of the year 
he had nearly 3,000 insured persons on his list and a private 

ractice as well. He had now sold his practice in Birmingham and 

mporarily retired. In the cases mentioned in the charge Mrs. 
Skinner, whom he had always found a competent woman, re- 
orted to him every time, He had no idea that he was assisting 
her to evade her statutory liabilities. Asked whether he knew 
what “direction by a medical practitioner’ meant, he said that 
he gave her advice, she came to him every time she wanted a 
astilastien form signed, and he asked after the labour, the condi- 
tion of the patient, and so forth. Asked whether, if he had per- 
sonally been required, he would have been available to attend the 
cases, he said that he did go to several of the cases. Knowing 
now the state of the law, he would not dream of repeating the 
procedure. In cross-examination he was asked whether he knew 
that this woman had once been on the midwives’ roll. He said 
that he did, he had asked her about it, and she said that she had 
resigned. He did not think it part of his duty to make any 
inquiry from the Central Midwives Board. In reply to questions 
from members of the Council, he said that many of the prospec- 
tive mothers came and wished to engage him, but he had given 
up confinements for four years; but, knowing Mrs. Skinner, he said 
that if she called him in in any particular case he would &: He, 
did not engage himself to the patients, but to Mrs. Skinner. 
Asked ater he got a fee in every case from Mrs. Skinner, he 


said not in every case—only in those which he notified for her. 


His attention was drawn to the words on the back of the certifi- 
cate: “This must be signed by the father of the child or a 

rson in attendance on the mother at the time or within six 

ours after the birth.” He said that he never looked at the words 
on the back. Mrs. Skinner could have signed such _ certificates 
herself, but she wished him to do so. He also signed maternit; 
benefit certificates in the case of all his patients who were insured. 
One certificate handed in read, “I hereby certify that Mrs. G, 
was confined on January 21st, 1923, and was attended by me at 
her confinement at — . Signed: W. M. Sheen.” He admitted 
that he had not attended the confinement. He had never read the 
Warning Notice of the General Medical Council, though he had 
probably received it. He did not take the serious view of these 
matters at the time which he took now; in fact, he did not take 
the trouble to think. Mrs. Skinner was attending the patients, 
and he had the same faith in her as he had in himself. If she 
had not come to him and reported every time he would have had 
nothing to do with the case. Asked what was the nature of the 
10s. fee paid by Mrs. Skinner to him, he said that it was a 
voluntary gift by her, no monetary consideration was spoken of 
between them. She paid it only in those cases in which she came 
for the form of notification. | ; 

The Council deliberated in private, and the President announced 
the judgement as follows: 

Mr. Sheen: I have to inform you that the Council have found that the 
facts alleged against you in the Notice of Inquiry have been proved 
to their satisfaction; they have judged you to have been guilty of in- 
famous conduct in a professional respect, and have directed 
Registrar to erase your name from the Register, 
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Insurance. 


an TERMS OF SERVICE. 
Tue following letter has been addressed by the Medical 
Secretary of the British Medical Association to the Secre- 
tary of the Ministry of Health: ; 
‘ December 3rd, 1923. 
Dear Sir, 
The Insurance Acts Committee, at its meeting on Thurs- 

day last, considered the Ministry’s letter of November 26th 
concerning the new Regulations and the proof of the Regula- 
tions forwarded therewith. 

I am instructed to inform you that the Committee accepts the 
draft Regulations subject to the exceptions referred to below. 


Medical List. 

The Committee desires that Regulation 4 (2) (d) should be 
amended so as to provide that the medical list shall indicate the 
me of the principal of any assistant whose name appears 

ereon. 


Removal of Insured Persons from Doctor’s List. 

The Committee must press for the insertion of the words 
“if any’ after the word “restrictions” in the first line of 
the Regulation 15 (1) (h). This insertion was agreed to at the 
discussion between representatives of the Committee and the 
Ministry as set out in the letter from the Ministry dated 
October Ist. The Committee cannot accept the view that it 
necessarily follows that there must always be restrictions. 
Similarly the Committee desires that the words ‘‘ if any ’’ be 
inserted in the new matter introduced at the beginning of 
paragraph 6 of Part 1 of the First Schedule, namely, after the 
word ‘‘ restrictions.” 


Removal of Names from Doctors’ Lists. 

The Committee desires again to press that Regulation 18 (2) 
may be brought into line with Section 13 of the 1918 Act as 
amended by the 1920 Act. This provides that persons ceasing 
to be employed within the meaning of the Act remain 
entitled to medical benefit until June 30th or December &lst, 
whichever first occurs after the expiration of a period of twelve 
months from the date on which they cease to be insured 
persons. The draft Regulation leaves the removal of these 
names from the doctors’ list entirely to the discretion of the 
Insurance Committee. 


Central Practitioners’ and Mileage Funds. 

It is observed that, the words ‘‘ before the comniencement of 
the year’ havé been omitted from the second line of Regula- 
tion 19 and a.new proviso added. The Committee desires that 
the words in question should remain a part of the Regulation 
as being part of the arrangement agreed upon at the time of 
the introduction of the 1920 Regulations. The Committee 


cannot see that any advantage is gained by the deletion of the | 


words inasmuch as the new proviso which has been inserted 
careers to give ample authority for not putting into operation 

e first part of the Regulation even with the words referred to 
inserted. 

, Supplementary Grant. 

The Committee notes that notwithstanding the fact that 
there is now no Supplementary Grant, and, therefore, no con- 
ditions attaching to its payment, Regulation 21 has been 
retained, and, farther; that the interpretation clause states 
that a Supplementary Grant means any sum which may be, made 
available to the Committee under any future Act of Parliament 
towards defraying the cost of medical benefit. It does not 


appear to the Committee that any useful te is served by 
ing 


retaining in the Regulations a provision dea with circum- 
stances that no longer exist, or by the Regulations anticipating 
the passing of some future Act which might or might not lay 
down conditions concerning medical benefit. The Committee, 
therefore, desires the deletion of Regulation 21 and the para- 
graph in the interpretation clause above referred to. 


Medical Service Subcommittee. 

The Committee is of opinion that Regulation 27 (1) should be 
amended so as to provide for the appointment where desired of 
deputies for the medical representatives on the Medical Service 
Subcommittees. 

The Committee desires that Regulation 28 (1) be amended 
so that it shall be quite clear, as was agreed by the Ministry's 
representatives at the Conference on September 20th, that 
within six weeks of the event giving rise to any question under 


the Regulations the medical practitioner concerned must be- 


placed in possession of sufficient particulars as to the charge 
which he is expected to meet. 


Consultation with Medical Officer. 
Para. 12 {a) of Part I of the First Schedule requires a prac- 
titioner to furnish information with regard to patients to the 


medical officer within such period as the latter may specify. At 
the Conference of representatives of the Ministry and the Com- 
mittee on September 20th it was agreed that not less than 
48 hours’ notice should be given by the medical officer to the 
practitioner in such cases. The Committee desires, therefore, 
that the words ‘ being not less than 48 hours” be inserted 
after the word “‘ specify ’’ in para. 12 (a). 


Certification Rules. 

The Committee cannot accept the amendment of Rule 8 of 
the Medical Certification Rules, namely, that the words ‘‘ if so 
desired by-the insured persons ”’ should be deleted from Rules 
4 and 5 as an alternative to the proposals made by the Com- 
mittee. It desires to press most strongly that the words in 
question be replaced in Rules 4 and 5. The new proposal makes 
the practitioner, under penalty, responsible for seeing that the 
insured person gets the certificate whether he asks for it or 
not. The Committee is of opinion that it is the business of the 
aenged person to see that he gets the certificate if and when he 
needs it. 

The Committee does not think thas Rule 7 (4) properly safe- 
guards the position of a practitioner, and desires to suggest 
that it read as follews : 

(4) The Practitioner shall, in addition, cause his name and 
address to be stam on the certificate with the rubber or metallic 
stamp, and may for that purpose make use of arrangements for 
stamping made & the Committee with the approval of the Minister. 

The Committee realizes that the Ministry will carry out its 
promise to see that definite instructions are given in this matter 
to Insurance Committees in accordance with arrangements stated 
to the Committee, but it is not satisfied that such arrange- 
ments will be adopted by all Insurance Committees, and desires, 
therefore, that the certification rule itself shall be as emphatic 
as possible upon this point. It will be remembered that the 
London Insurance Committee refused to accept the arrangement 
arrived at between the Committee and the Ministry as regards 
the paying over to Panel Committees of the cost of postage 
upon medical records, and that the Ministry stated that it had 
no power to compel the London Insurance Committee to carry 
out that arrangement. 

The Committee must press for the deletion of Rule 16 
concerning advice as to additional benefits, as it cannot accept 
the Ministry’s interpretation of its offer. My letter of October 
9th explained that, as the Minister rejected the Committee's 
offer on this matter, the latter could not accept the Minister’s 
alternative to its proposal. The Committee can certainly not 
accept any suggestion that the practitioner should find out what 
Societies are and what are not giving additional benefits which 


| he thinks would be useful to his patient; or that because he’ 
may often be willing to perform a service it should be imposed 


upon him as an obligation. ; 
The latter part of Rule 18 appears to the Committee am- 
biguous, and would possibly be improved by the insertion after 
the word “than ” in the fourth line of the figure “(i)” and 
the insertion of the figure ‘‘ (ii) ’’ before the word “‘ under ”’ in 
the last line but one. edi 
I am also directed by the Committee to ask that the Ministry 
will here and now accept 24 hours’ notice from the Committee 
on behalf of all insurance practitioners that the first books of 
new certificates issued in January to insurance practitioners be 
stamped by the clerks to Insurance Committees with the name 
and address of the doctor, except in cases where any practi- 
tioner notifies that he desires to do the stamping himself. 
Before the certification books are finally passed for printing the 
Committee hopes that copies may be sent for the perusal of the 
Committee. 
Scottish Ministry of Health. ; 
A similar communication to this is being sent to the Scottish 


f Health, 
Board o Yours faithfully, 


ALFRED Cox, 
Medical Secretary. 


WITHDRAWAL OF RESIGNATIONS. 
IN signing the necessary form for the withdrawal of hit 
resignation, an insurance practitioner on the Warwickshire 
list wrote to Dr. Hubert Tibbits, Chairman of the Warwick: 
shire Panel Committee, stating that he withdrew his resigna- 
tion with great regret, being in favour of the total rejection 
of the Minister’s offer; and that he considered tke profession 
to have been badly let down by its leaders. The practitioner. 


stated further that he intended to resign, from the British 


Medical Association as a protest. The ollowing ‘is the text 
of Dr. Tibbit’s reply : ee 

“TI have your letter of the 24th instant on the subject of the 
withdrawal Of the resignations. We had asked the Minister of 
Health for our eapitation fee to be left alone, or alternatively 
for the matter to sent to arbitration. He refused arbitration 
and offered to reduce our capitation fee. Like any other, 
threatened men we put ourselves in a posture of defence (3.Ccs 
we collected and used our resignation machinery). This gesture 
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dissipated the threat and gained for us what we had asked for, 
that is, arbitration upon our claims. This is the manner in 
which the overwhelming bulk of the eer: up and down 
the country look at the position; and it was the view of the 
overwhelmin yoy of the recent representative Conference. 
It follows that the profession has behaved in a firm and digni- 
fied manner—and we have our leaders very much to thank for 
their statesmanship. 

“If you find yourself in a hopeless minority of opinion upon 
a particular occasion, I think you will agree that the most digni- 
fied course to pursue is to bide your time in the hope and resolu- 
tion of converting the majority to your way of thinking. 

“The only manner by which the medical profession can show 
a united front to the world is by the loyal adherence of minori- 
ties to the views and wishes of the majority. We have recently 
shown the country a united front upon a particular issue. Do 

ou think that threats of resignation such as you make are going 
assist in presenting a united front next time? I sincerely 
hope that for the sake of the profession as a whole we shall be 
able to get rid of that — spirit which has worked such 
mischief in the past and substitute for it one of loyalty to 
majority opinion. 

“T am proud of the recent demonstration of solidarity and 
appeal to you to do nothing which might prevent such a demon- 
stration upon any or every future occasion when we are 
threatened.” 


Correspondence. 


Terms of Service. 

Sir,—The Suppremenr to the British Mepican Journat for 
November 24th contains, among other things, the terms of 
service proposed by the Ministry of Health for 1924. Under 
the misleading heading of ‘‘ Issue of certificate within twenty- 
four hours of examination’ we learn that it is proposed to 
impose on the doctor the duty of supplying all intermediate 
certificates required without any request for same from the 
insured person. That is to say, the doctor is now responsible 
for seeing that the insured person gets his certificates on the 
correct day and within the correct hours, and so he becomes 
the literary hack who keeps the insured person up to date and 
supplies him with the means for extracting the sick pay from 
the approved society. 

Should the doctor fail, through pressure of work or otherwise, 
to supply this certificate within the prescribed twenty-four 
hours of seeing the patient, it is very probable that the 
insured person, being unable to obtain his weekly pay, will 
lodge a complaint, and the defaulting doctor will - haled 
before the Medical Service Subcommittee and the Ministry, 
duly admonished and severely fined, and possibly be required to 
refund to the insured person the sick pay he has, by wrongful 
failure to observe the certification rules, deprived him of. 

And yet we claim to have got freedom from Society control ! 
What we have actually got so far is a considerable increase of 
clerical work and bureaucratic control of the most pestilent 
kind, with no assurance of increased pay, and this after the 

rofession has shown a determination and unanimity unknown 

efore.—I am, etc., 

Macclesfield, Nov. 28th. J. Hevrey Marsu. 

Sir,—On reading the Ministry of Health’s communication of 
November 13th regarding terms of service my blood boils 
within me, and no words can express my indignation at what 
I consider the last and greatest imposition in connexion with 
the certificate rules. 

If Rules 4 and 5 of the medical certification rules are altered 
to leave out the words ‘‘ if so desired by the insured person ” 
it means that every practitioner’s mind during the whole of his 
rounds and at every visit and consultation on an insured 
person will be taken up in thinking if it is time to give this 
person his intermediate certificates. He cannot with this last 
worry attempt to do justice to the man’s case in the medical 
sense. He is merely the agent of the Approved Society tu sce 
that the man’s certificates are right. 

I do urge the Insurance Acts Committee absolutely to refuse 
this condition. I hope to raise the question at our next Panel 
Committee meeting.—I am, etc., 

W. IncRam Gorpon, 
Blyth, Noy. 25th, Northumberland Panel Committee. 


Insured Persons and Fee Charging. 

Sm,—In discussions of the above subject I have not observed 
that it has been considered from the position of one like 
myself. I do not suppose I am unique. practise in an area 
with over 100,000 insured. My panel list is about 500— 
hundreds less than it was some years ago. I deliberately 
refrain from increasing it, and confine it to the heads and 
members of families that were my patients for years before the 

ct came into force. On the one hand friendship with these 


old patients, and on the other the natural desire to preserve 
the private family connexion, are the only reasons for my 


remaining on the panel. Is it right, then, that insured persons 
who know my attitude and yet desire to have my services 
privately should be debarred from coming to me? In all such 
cases I take particular care to point out that they are entitled 
to the services of a — doctor, and that any of my neigh- 
bours will be pleased to have them, although I do not wish 
to add them to my list. I should be glad to hear that the 
Insurance, Acts Committee has considered the subject from 
the above point of view.—I am, etc., 


November 29th, CoMMITTEEMAN, 


_ Medical Practitioners and Steam Cars. 
THe Medical Insurance Agency (429, Strand, London, W.C.2) 
is desirous of hearing immediately from any member of the 
medical profession who has recently either advertised for or 
been offered for sale a Stanley steam car. 


MNabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
SuRGEON CoMMANDER E. D. RUTHERFORD has been placed on the retired 
list at his own request. 

Surgeon Commanders F. G. Hitch to the Pembroke, additional for R.N. 
Barracks; J. Bourdas to the Tiger; G. C. Cross to the Egmont, additional 
for Malta Dockyard. 

Surgeon Lieutenant-Commanders J. Kirker to the Conquest; W- H. 
Murray to the Tiger; F. St. B.’ Wickham, O.B.E., appointment to the 
Ambrose cancelled. 

Surgeon Lieutenant (Emergency List) A. G. Bee has been reinstated as 
a Lieutenant on the active list, with seniority of September 21st, 


Royal Naval VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 
Messrs. R. Wear and R. Russell have entered as probationary Surgeon 
Sublieutenants and have been attached to the Tyne Division. ' 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 
Lieut.-Colonel A. L. Scott and Major C. Cassidy, M.C., retire on retired 


ay. 
B. C. 0. Sheridan, M.C., relinquishes the rank of Major. 

The notification in the London Gazette of June 26th, 1923, regarding the 
grant of the acting rank of Major to Captain Frank 8S. Gillespie is 
cancelled. 

The following temporary Captains relinquish their commissions and 
retain the rank of Captain: L. H. Walsh, F. M. Davies, M. Ferguson, 
R. R. H. Wonnacott. 

Captain P. G. Tuohy retires, receiving a gratuity. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE. 

Squadron Leader R. H. Knowles to the Air Ministry. 

Flight Lieutenant W. J. G. Walker is granted a permanent commission 
in the rank stated. : 

Flight Lieutenants C. McC. Jones to the Palestine General Hospital; 
B. G. W. Pascoe to No. 2 Flying Training School, Duxford. 

R. W. White is granted a short service commission as a Flying Officer 
with effect from, and with seniority of, November 12th, 1923. 


VACANCIES. 


BLACKBURN AND East LaNcaSHinE Royal INFIRMARY.—Third House-Surgeon 
(male), Salary £250 per annum. 
Buxton: DevonsHIRE Hospitat.—Assistant House-Physician. Salary £150 
per annum, rising to £175 after three months’ service. 
Cancer HospitaL, Fulham Road, S.W.3.—House-Surgeon. Salary £100 per 
annum, 
CoLonmsL SeRvIcE.—Three Assistant Government Medical Officers for British 
Guiana. Salary £500 per annum, rising to £700. 
DaRLINGTON UnION.—Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator. Salary £350 
per annum plus bonus at present £154 14s, 2d. 
DERBYSHIRE Royal INFIRMARY.—Two House-Surgeons (male). Salary at the 
ONDON HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN AND DISPENSARY FOR WOMEN, we 
a bert Morning Casualty Officer; (2) Afternoon Casualty Officers 
(males). Salary at the rate of £120 per annum, ‘ 
East Sussex County Menta Hospitat, Hellingly.—Visiting Ophthalmic 
Surgeon. 
PRINCESS ALICE MEMORIAL HosPiTaL.—Resident House-Surgeon 
(male, unmarried). Appointment for six months. Salary at the rate 
of £175 per annum. If appointment is extended, salary per annum. 
FLEETWOOD URBAN AND Port SANITARY Districts.—Medical Officer. Salary 
(combined) £187 per annum. 
FouKestone: Royab Victoria Hospitat.—Resident Medical Officer. Salary 
£150 per annum. 
oma Ly1nc-1n Hosprtat, York Road, Lambeth, S.E.—Resident Medical 
Officer. Salary at the rate of £100 per annum. 
Lonpon Lock Hosprrat, 91, Dean Street, W.1.—Clinical Assistantships in 
the Out-patients’ Department. 
MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY AND D1sPENSARY.—(1) Senior Medical Regis- 
trar; salary at the rate of £150 per annum. (2) Honorary Ophthalmic 
rgeon. 
HospitaL AND MepicaL W.1.—Eight Registrarships. 
£300 per annum. on 
OP ORTHOPAEDIC CenTRE, Birmingham.—Two Junior 
Resident Medical Officers, unmarried. Salary — 
AL FOR THE PARALYSED AND EPILEPTIC, Queen Square, W.C.— 
Medical Officer, salary £200 per ‘annum. (2) Assistant 
ician. 
HospitaL.—Honorary Surgeon to take charge of the 
Ear, Nose, and Throat Department. 
PADDINGTON BosaRD OF GuaRDIANs.—Resident Assistant Medical Officer at 
the Hospital. Remuneration at the rate of £327 12s, per annum, 
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PiyMovuTtH: SouTH Devon AND East CornwaLt HospitaL.—House-Surgeon 
(male). Salary at the rate of £125 per annum. 

Royat CoLLece OF PHysic1ins OF LONDON, Pall Mall East, S.W.1.—Milroy 
Lecturer for 1925. 

Royal Free HospiraL, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1.—Assistant Physician. 

St. BaRTHOLOMEW’s HospitaL, E.C.—Part-time Pathologist for the Venereal 
Department. Salary £300 per annum. 

Sr. Perer’s HospitaL ror Sone, eETC., Henrietta Street, W.C.,—Clinical 
Assistants in the Out-patient Department. 

SaLrorD Royat Hospirat.—Resident Surgical Officer (male). Salary at the 
rate of £200 per annum, 

Soutn Avrican INSTITUTE FOR MepicaL ReseaRCH, Johannesburg.—Assistant 
Pathologist. Salary £800 per annum. 

Umiversity CoLtece HospitaL, Gower Street, W.C.1.—Tuberculosis Officer 
to take charge of the Tuberculosis Dispensary (non-resident). Salary 
£300 per annum, ’ 

WALTHAMSTOW, WANSTEAD, AND LEYTON CHILDREN’S AND GENERAL HOSPITAL.— 
Resident House-Surgeon (male). Salary £150 per annum. 

West LONDON HospitaL, Hammersmith Road, ao ae House-Physician ; 
(2) House-Surgeon ; (3) Resident Casualty Officer. (Males.) Salary at the 
rate of £100 per annum. 

CerTIFYING Factory SURGEONS.—The following vacant appointments are 
announced: Beccles (Suffolk), Lynton (Devon). 

This list.of vacancics.is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where -full particulars will be found. To cnsure notice in this 
column advertisements must be received not luter than the first 
post on T'uesday morning. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


LuMspen, H. F., M.B. Ch.B.Edin., Certifying Factor 
Lyme Regis District, co. Dorset.” 

Macviz, G. E., M.D.Leeds, Honorary Anaesthetist to the Bradford Royal 
Infirmary. 

RorH, Paul Bernard, F.R.C.S., Orthopaedic Surgeon to the London Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital. 

Tasker, D. G. C., M.B., M.S.Lond., F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon to the 
Bristol General Hospital. 

KinG Epwarp VII Hospirat, Cardiff.—Honorary Assistant Surgeon to the 
Ear, Nose, and Throat Department : A. Mason Jones, M.D., F.R.C.S.Edin. 
Honorary Dental Surgeon: James McFarlane, L.R.C.P. and S., 
L.D.S.Eng. Honorary Dental Surgeon: Clement Spiridion, L.D.S.Eng. 

MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY.—House-Surgeon, Specials Department; G. T. 
Robinson, M.B., Ch.B.Manch. House-Physicians: A. M. Jones, M.B., 

' Ch.B.Manch., J. H. Appleton, M.B., Ch.B.Manch, 


‘DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES. 


RoyaL Society or Mepicine.—War Section: Mon., 5 p.m., Surgeon Com- 

mander D. H. C, Given: An Inquiry into the Causes underlying the 

Mosquito Nuisance at Alverstoke, and the Initiation of Measures of Con- 

trol. To be followed by a discussion. Section of Therapeutics and 
Pharmacology: Tues., 4.30 p.m., Professor F. R. Fraser: . Aspects - of 

Cardiac Dyspnoea; Dr. Claude Wilson: Opium in Cardiac Dyspnoea, 
Annual Dinner of the csargg Hotel Victoria, 8.W., Tues., 7.30 p.m. 
Section of Psychiatry: Wed., 8.30 p.m., Drs. W. L. Templeton and H. J. 
Macbride: Tlie Malaria Treatment of G.P.I. Section of Neurology: 

Thurs., 8.30 p.m., Dr. F. L. Golla: Electromyographic Studies of Volun- 


tary Movements. Clinical Section: Fri., 5 p.m., Cases. Secti 
j Ophthalmology: Central London Ophthalmic PHtospital, Judd 

OYAL OF TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HyGiene, Lon 
Tropical Medicine, Endsleigh Gardens, N.W._Thure, 


tory Meeting. Demonstrations :—Major Archibald: A New Protozoon in 

Man; Sir E Bassett-Smith; Scurvy in Guinea-pigs; Dr. Broughton- 

Alcock : Exudate from Spirochaetal Catarrh of Antrum; Major Bomford : 
Trichonocardiasis of Hair; Dr. St. John Brooks: Post-mortem Appear- 

ances of Meliodiosis in Guinea-pigs; Dr. Duncan : Effect of “‘ Bayer 205 ” 
on Tissues: its Action in Kata-azar; Colonel James: Parasites of 
Inoculated Malaria in General ce + Patients; Mr. Jobling: Life 
History of Ornithodorus moubata ; lonel Clayton Lane: Direct Cen- 

trifugal Flotation for Concentration of Ankylosiome Eggs; Dr. Manson- 

Bahr: (1) Pel-Ebstein Disease, (2) Living Embryos my 3 loa stained 

by Sharpe’s Method; Dr. Newham: Malaria Slides from British Hon- 
- duras; Dr. Willmore: Rare Streptothrical Infection of Liver .and 
. | Kidney; Dr. Woodcock: Rickettsia Bodies from Normal Lice. Professor 

; Leiper, Wing Commander Whittingham, Dr. Castellani. 

‘ti MepicaL Society or Lonpon, 11, Chandos Street, W.1.—Mon., 8.30 p.m 
Discussion: Intracranial Haemorrhage in Newborn Children: Its 
Pathology, Effects, Treatment, and Results. To be introduced by Mr. 
Eardley Holland and Dr. -H. Charles Cameron, and followed by Dr 
Farquhar Buzzard, Mr. Laming Evans, Dr. Sidney Owen, Mr. H. A. T. 

. Fairbank, Dr. J. B. Mennell, Dr. L. G. Phillips, and Dr. E. Bellis Clayton. 
TUBERCULOSIS Society, Margaret Street Hospital, Margaret Street, W.1.— 
Fri., 8 p.m., Dr. R. Milne: Operative Fixation for Caries of the Spine. 


ELLOWSHIP OF MepiciNe.—The following arrangements have Leen : 
Hampstead General Hospital, Hill, 
Course, second week, Detember 10th to 15th. Syllabus can be had from 
the Secretary to the Fellowship of Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street, W. 
Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital, King William Street, W.C.2.— 
Clinical instruction every afternoon from 2 p.m. Tues., 10 a.m., Mr: 
Hine : Methods of Examination; 5 p.m., Mr. Gimblett : Medical Ophthal- 
mology. Thurs., 10 a.m., Mr. Morgan: Practical Fundus Class, 
St. John’s Hospital (London School of Dermatology), 49, Leicester 
Square, W.C.2.—Clinical Demonstrations twice daily at 2 and 6 p.m.; 
LasGOW Post-GRADUATE MepicaL Infirmary : 
4.15 p.m., Dr. Douglas Russell: Medical Cases. Research Salonen 
Royal Maternity, and Women’s Hospital : Thurs., 4.15 p.m. : Dr. Cruick: 
= Mother the Infant. 
IVERPOOL UNIVERSITY CLINICAL SCHOOL.--3.20 p.smn.: Mon. i 
Women, Dr. Leith Murray : Points in ical 
Maternity Hospital, Miss Ivens: Indications for Caesarean Section. 
Wed., St. Paul’s Eye Hospital, Mr. Thos. Stevenson: Clinical Cases. 
ri., Eye an r Infirmary, Mr. thart: Modern T. 
LonDON ScHOOL OF DeRMATOLOGY, St. John’s Hospital for Diseases of the 
Skin, Leicester Square, W.C.2.—Tues., 5 p.m., Dr. A. Whitfield : Fungus 
— Thurs., 5 p.m., Chesterfield Lecture by Dr. W. Griffith: 
zema, 


MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Tues,, 4.15 p.m., Dr. A. H. Holmes: De 
stration of Cases. Fri., 4.15 p.m., Mr. BR. Wi 

EEN CHARLOTTE’s LyING-IN Hospitat, Marylebone Road, N.W.—T 
5 p.m., Mr. L. G. Phillips: Tumours complicating Childbirth. wis 

Roya INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 37, Russell Square, W.C.1.—Tues., Wed 
and Thurs., 5 p.m., Harben Lectures by Professor D. Levaditi. Wed. 
4 p.m., Mr. G. T. Herring: The Disposal of the Dead, with Special 
Reference to Cremation. ‘ ; 

SHEFFIELD UNiveRSITY FACULTY OF Mepicrxe.—Royal Infirmary : Tues,, 
5.30 p.m., Mr. Kerr: Nasal Polypi. Royal Hospital: Fri., 3.30 p.m., Mr, 
Garrick Wilson : Injuries in the Neighbourhood of the Elbow Joint. 

WAKEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND CASTLEFORD DIVISION, BRitisH MEDICAL Asso- 
CIATION, Bull Restaurant, Westgate, Wakefield.—Thurs., 8 p.m., Dr. A. W. 
Frew : Diagnosis and Treatment of Venereal Diseases. 

West LONDON Post-GRADUATE COLLEGE, Hammersmith, W.—Mon., 12 noon, 
Mr. Simmonds: Applied Anatomy. Tues., 12 noon, Dr. Burrell: Chest 
Cases. Wed., 12.15 p.m., Dr. Burnford: Medical Pathology. Thurs., 
11 a.m., Mr. Simson: Demonstration. Fri., 12 noon, 
Mr. Endean: Venereal Diseases. Sat., 10 a.m., Dr. Saunders: Medical 
Diseases of Children, Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m, 
In-patients and Out-patients, Operations, Special Departments. 


British Medical Assoriation. 


OFFICES AND LIBRARY, 429, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Reference and Lending Library. 

Tue Reapinc Room, in which books of reference, periodicals, and 
standard works can be consulted, is open to members from 
10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to 2. 

LenpinG Lisrany: ‘Members are entitled to borrow books, 
including current medical works; they will be forwarded if 
desired, on application to the Librarian, accompanied by 1s, 
for each volume for postage and packing. _ 

Departments. 7 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Business 
Manager. Telegrams: Articulate, Westrand, London). 

MEDICAL SECRETARY Medisecra, Westrand, London). 

Epitor, British Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology, Westrand, 


London 
golephens number for all departments: Gerrard 2630 (3 lines). 


Scottish MepicaL Secretary: 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh. (Tele- 
grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel. : 4361 Central.) 
Mepica SecreTaRy: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele 
grams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel. : 4737 Dublin.) : 
Diary of the Association, 
DECEMBER. 
1 Tues. London: Conference between Representatives of thé Brit 
, oF Medical Association and Society of Medical Officers of 
Health, 2 p.m. 

City Division : Metropolitan Hospital, Kingsland Road, Address 
by Sir Charles Gordon-Watson, K.B.E., on Some Experiences 
in Rectal Surgery, 9.15 for 9.30 p.m. : 

Darlington Division: Annual Dinner, King’s Head Hotel, 


8.15 p.m. é 
Kingston-on-Thames Division: Surbitan Hospital. Address by 
Dr. H. Batty Shaw on Artificial Pneumothorax from ‘the 

General Practitioner’s Point of View, 8.45 p.m. _ 
Tunbridge Wells Division: Annual Dinner, Wellington Hotel, 
Tunbridge Wells, 7.30 p.m. 
12 Wed. Blyth Division; Knight Memorial Hospital, Blyth; Paper by 
br. E. Farquhar Murray = ee Practical Problems in 

Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 8.15 p.m. : 

Camberwell Division, Bermondsey and Rotherwithe Hospital, 


9 p.m. 
rs. Guildford Division: Royal Surrey County Hospital, Guildfo; 
alas ‘Address by Dr. Charles Bolton. F.R.S., on the Treatment 
Gastric Ulcer in View of Recent Work, 4.15 p.m. : 
Scarborough Division ; Annual Meeting, Health Office, 4.50 p.m. ; 
Anausl Dianet, ao Hotel, 7.30 for 8 p.m. 
Wakefield, Pontefract, and Castleford Division : Bull Restau- 
rant, Westgate, Wakefield; Paper by Dr. W. A. Frew on the 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Venereal Disease, 8 p.m. 
Westminster and Holborn Division: Criterion Restaurant, 
8.30 p.m. Meeting preceded by Dinner at 7.30 p.m. Paper 
f by Dr. William Brown on Psychotherapy. ; 
14 Fri. Buckinghamshire Division: Royal Bucks Hospital, Aylesbury. 
West Somerset Branch: Taunton. British Medical Association 
Lecture by Dr. T. Cotton on Functional Disorders of the 
Heart. 
urs. Birmingham Branch: Medical Institute, 3.30 p.m. ,h 
aiiece Brighton Division: Clinical Meeting, Sussex County Hospital, 


3.45 p.m. 
Fri. Brighton Division : General Meeting, Queen’s Road Dispensary, 
8.30 p.m. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. . 
The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, an 
Deaths f 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Tucsday morning, in order to 
ensure insertion in the current tssue. 
BIRTHS. 
Henpry.—At Deolali, India, on November 13th, 1923, the wife of Major 
A. Hendry, R.A.M.C., of a daughter. 
MacGiiivray.—At a nursing home in Edinburgh, on November 
"Helen Ogilvy, wife of Alex. G. MacGillivray, M.B., Ch.B., of High 
Hesket, Cumberland, a son. : 
MARRIAGE, 
ARCHER—ASHWEEK.—On November 29th, 1923, at the Garrison Church, 
een, by the Rev. L. Alford, CF., George Eric Archer, M.B., 
Ch.B., second son of the late Rev. George Archer and Mrs. Archer # 
Huddersfield, to Frances Kate, daughter of Captain and Mrs. W, F- 
Ashweek, of Shoeburyness. 
DEATH. 
St1tEs.—On November 21st Arthur Jalland Stiles, M.D.Edin., J.P., of 
Spalding, Lincolnshire, aged 63. 


lrinted an. + ublished Ly the British Medical Asscciaticn, at their Office, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of London, 
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